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at its height, the face swollen, conjunctiv&aelig; injected, and 
the throat, soft palate, and gums puffed and sore; the hard
palate was also very rough to the tongue and tender, and I feel
confident I had the same rash in my mouth and throat as I had
externally. On Saturday the rash was fast fading, the aching
of the eyes had diminished, and the stiffness of the neck had
disappeared; and on the following Monday I got up for a
short time, though feeling very shaky; it was on that day
that I first noticed desquamation taking place on the face.
Nothing remains to be said except that I made a rapid con-
valescence. I am Sir, yours faithfully.
W. STROVER.
AMENDMENT OF THE PENAL CLAUSES.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;The following clause in the Medical Amendment
Act of 1884 has unfortunately been omitted in the present
Act :-
" On and after the said appointed day, if any person who
is not a registered medical practitioner, and who practises or
professes to practise, or publishes his name as practising
medicine or surgery for gain, or who receives any payment
for practising medicine or surgery-(a) uses the designation
of or represents himself to be a physician, surgeon, doctor,
or apothecary; or (b) uses any designation or description
denoting that he is qualified by law to practise medicine,
surgery, or midwifery,-he shall, on summary conviction, be
liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds."
It is too much to expect at present the passing of a law
to prevent unqualified persons practising either medicine or
surgery; indeed it is doubtful whether such a law will ever
be passed; but it is not too much to expect, or indeed to
demand, that legally qualified members of the medical pro-
fession shall have their titles protected by law. At present
a quack can assume any title that he may feel disposed
to adopt, provided that he does not pretend to be registered,
and the burden of disproof, often well-nigh impossible, lies
upon those who take action thereon. By the insertion of
the above clause this assumption is rendered impossible.
It is intended to bring the subject before Sir Lyon Playfair
(and other members of Parliament who have expressed
themselves favourable to this clause) before the Bill reaches
the committee stage, on Monday, the 17th inst., and if neces-
sary petition the House of Lords in favour of the clause.
All members of the profession who are in favour of its
insertion will greatly assist if they will signify their acqui-
escence to me without delay either by post-card or letter.
1 am Sir. vours &c..
ARTHUR WIGLESWORTH.
** * We entirely sympathise with the purpose of those
who have drawn the above clause. Mr. Wiglesworth is
chairman of the Liverpool Medical Defence Association, and
speaks on the strength of much experience of the weak
points in the clauses of the present Act. A Bill with a
similar object is already before the House, introduced by
Mr. John Morgan Howard, member for the Dulwich division
of Camberwell. This Bill further contains a clause meant
to suppress dispensaries which purport to be conducted by
registered practitioners and are worked chiefly by unqualified
assistants. This is a great evil, and needs more stringent
legislation than we either have or are likely to get. The
clause of Mr. Howard’s Bill is perhaps a little too sweeping,
but it is in the right direction. Practitioners who approve
of the clause to which attention is drawn by Mr. Wigles-
worth will do well to signify their approval by post-card to
him.-ED. L.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-The election this year of Fellows to the College of
Physicians disappoints those who had hoped for an extension
of it on a generous scale to the older Members. Your kind-
ness allowed of attention being drawn to this proposition as
early as last October, but possibly then too late to affect the
recent election. If so, the sexennium of our present Pre-
sident might at its close be gracefully signalised by liberal
selection to the fellowship of the older Members, the length
of whose hospital experience, as well as entrance to the Col-
lege, may measure within a decade of his own, and most of
whom were Members before the youngest of the recently
elected Fellows had been born. Be it understood, however,
no fault is found with the early elections, but it is felt to be-
desirable as well as equitable, since the College has ceased
to be merely metropolitan and become national, that its
status of fellowship should be placed within the reach of
industry and integrity after a reasonable term of member-
ship. I am, Sir, yours truly,
May 10th, 1886. A MEMBER PRIOR TO 1859.
"AFTER-CARE" OF MENTAL CONVALESCENTS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Your previous kindness in calling attention in your
columns to the need of " after-care " on behalf of many
poor and friendless mental convalescents induces me to
trouble you with another brief communication.
In succession to Lord Shaftesbury, who took much interest
in the subject of " after-care," and attended several successive
anniversaries of the Association, Lord Brabazon has accepted
the office of President. Several well-known physicians,
specially experienced in the treatment of mental maladies.,
have evinced personal interest in a project for fostering the
convalescence of persons recovering from these disorders. It
is intended, when the amount of funds permit the under-
taking, to open a "home," both for the reception of a few
convalescents and also as a centre of the Society’s operations.
Lord Shaftesbury expressed an opinion that such a home-
was necessary. No existing convalescent home (among
more than 200) professes to receive persons recovering from
general mental derangements. Many homes, by their rules,,
exclude this class of convalescents from the benefits which
they provide for persons convalescing from ordinary maladies.
It should be borne in mind that there are more than 60,000
patients (of whom the majority are women) in county
asylums and kindred institutions. Many are physically as
well as mentally invalided, requiring, on leaving asylums,
" after-care " at least equally as much as convalescents from
ordinary hospitals. Contributions would be received by Dr.
Clay Shaw, hon. treasurer, Banstead, Sutton, Surrey; or by
the Union Bank of London, Argyll-place, W. I would gladly
reply to any communication.
I am Cir yours friilv
H. HAWKINS, Hon. Sec.
, * * We heartily wish this very useful and humane enter-
prise success.-ED. L.
NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES,
(From our own Correspondent.)
SUNDERLAND INFIRMARY.
THE spring meeting of the North of England Branch of
the British Medical Association having been held at Roker
(a pleasant watering-place in the vicinity of Sunderland) 
on the 21st ult., the Honorary Medical Staff of the Sunder-
land Infirmary invited the members to the infirmary, and
entertained them to luncheon. Between eighty and ninety
members availed themselves of the invitation and inspected
the infirmary, which contains accommodation for 150 beds,
and was much admired. The new wing has now been
opened nearly two years, and was built in accordance with
the most advanced ideas of hospital construction, and cost
&pound;10,700. The admissions of patients is untrammelled by any
subscriber’s recommendation, and a small sub-committee sits
to see that improper persons are not admitted. This change
from ticket to free admission has now been tried for eight
years, has worked admirably, and has had the special effect
of bringing to the infirmary acute medical cases. There is.
another feature that might be mentioned in connexion with
the Sunderland Infirmary-namely, that for the last fourteen
years it has been nursed by the sisters from the Protestant
Deaconesses’ Training Hospital, Tottenham, and the unani-
mous feeling of the Committee of Management and of the
medical officers is that the nursing and management of the
